
Faculty of Architecture

university building

Berlin, Germany

52,5°N, 13,2°E

predominantly cloudy

The faculty is situated in a loose
urban environment.

The cantilevered floor above the
selected space forms an overhang. 

The facade is designed to express different usages of the spaces. Especially the
cantilevered workshop floors give the building a unique appearance.

overhang as fixed shading device,
awning at window transom

building

The architecture faculty of  the TU-Berlin
accommodates seminar rooms, student
workspaces, several  workshops and  a
great number of offices. It is designed as
a split level. While the workshop areas
have a ceiling height of 5 m and a
cantilevered facade, the other rooms are
of 3 m height. 

daylight strategy

Most areas in the faculty of architecture
are daylit. Multistory halls on the North
and South side of the building have a
glass facade and are equipped with
additional north facing sheds. The facade 
is further characterized by projecting
elements that serve as fixed shading
systems. On the upper part these
elements are of light color in order to
redirect skylight into the room. An
operable, exterior awning is located at the 
window transom to provide shading and
to protect from glare. The corridor walls of 
the offices incorporate clerestory
windows. In the area of the two atriums
these windows provide bilateral
daylighting for the offices.

room

Most offices are East and West facing.
The awnings provide efficient shading
and do not obstruct the view down to the
street. They can be operated manually by 
a crank handle but occupants have
reported that some of them are too hard
to turn, ultimately restricting adjustments. 
The striking red color of the awnings does 
not seem to annoy the occupants,
however. 

this building was contributed by: IBUS, Germany

Floor plan of the 6th
story.

Overview



Window system in the faculty of
architecture

Office in the 6th story.

13 200 m²

9

Bernhard Hermkes

1968

unilateral, sidelighting

5,0 m / 6,1 m / 3,0 m

30,7 m²

blue linoleum, 20%

white metal panel, 75%

timber, 15%

white fiber board, 75%

timber veneer, 30%

double, low-e

fire resistant glazing

fluorescent lamps

manual switching

build ing data

size

number of stories

architect

year of completion

 of fice room

daylight strategy

dimensions
(depth/width/height)

room area

floor

wall

door

ceiling

table

west facing window

corridor facing window

lamp types

installed power
density

control strategy

orientation 267° 87°

glazed area 9,2 m²  2,2 m²

opening index 0,50 0,12

daylighting i q

view outside i q

ventilation i q

operable i q

shading i q

redirection q q

sun shading i i

glare protection q i

redirection q q

inside q q

window pane q q

outside i i

movable q i

fixed i q

plan

window wall
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