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Introduction:

As part of their commitment to energy efficiency, the US Department of Energy (DOE) is developing a program to help building owners move toward high performance or “net zero energy” buildings in the Commercial Real Estate market (i.e., office buildings, shopping malls, leased space, and hospitality and lodging). The goal of this program is to establish an economical way to improve energy efficiency by at least 50% and 30% in new and existing buildings, respectively, relative to ASHRAE Standard 90.1-2004. In addition to the improved buildings, the program will result in the development of case studies, best practices, design guides, and other tools to assist the industry in broad deployment of high performance buildings. National labs have been asked to submit proposals to provide technical support for this program.

Program Overview:

The DOE program approach is to establish groups within a vertical market that share best methods and practices. For each group, a DOE-funded “building design team” will work with at least six owners to help each of them initiate construction of one new energy efficient project and complete one retrofit project over the next five years. A national lab must lead the design team and will be supported by specialized consultants in areas such as controls, facades, HVAC, lighting, modeling, system selection and integration, construction, finance, operations, monitoring, and commissioning. Owners will be responsible for the conventional design and construction process; the teams will assist in areas where owners identify support needs to obtain the most energy-efficient building that meets business needs and cost targets.

Anticipated Benefits:

Each national lab design team is expected to receive approximately $1 million per year in operational funding for each of the five years, with funding split between the Lab and the consultants. This level of effort will be allocated amongst the 12 projects that must be supported. In addition to funding for their efforts, design team members will receive numerous benefits including participation in the development of world class designs, sharing of best practices, immediate access to program products, and significant favorable PR.

Action Required:
The Lawrence Berkeley National Lab is actively involved in preparing a submission in this area. Proposals are due by July 15, 2008 and work is expected to start this Fall. Six nationally known owner/developer partners have agreed to work with our team and to supply the 12 required building projects.  To provide a broad scope of specialized expertise, a group of key consultants is being assembled as required by the solicitation.  Particular consultants will be engaged as needed to supplement the team efforts and those costs will be covered by the project. Given the many unknowns in the program at this time regarding the 12 projects, no explicit task or funding commitment will be made at this time.

If you are interested in participating in this program, a statement of interest and some simple supporting documentation is required this week in order to meet the application deadline of July 15.

For more information please contact:

Steve Selkowitz – LBNL, seselkowitz@lbl.gov, 510-486-5064

Craig Wray – LBNL, CPWray@lbl.gov, 510-486-4021
Phil Haves – LBNL , phaves@lbl.gov, 510-486-6512 

